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PREFACE. 



This number completes the volume for the Rochester meeting of 
1892. As stated in the April circular, the original matter was 
arranged in the expectation of publishing a summary of current 
researches to constitute one of the parts, and when it was decided 
that this was unauthorized, the April circular was issued at the time 
this part should have appeared and took its place. This and the 
preceding volume for 1891 can be conveniently bound together, 
and the biennial index then forms an index for the book as bound, 
and the last two circulars, if desired, may be bound with them. 
The title page and index are at the end of this part. 

The present form of publication renders it very desirable that 
members should pay their dues promptly, so as to save confusion 
and difficulty in sending out the successive numbers. The first 
part, this year, was sent to all whose names were on the list of 
members, whether they had paid or not, but hereafter the by-laws 
will be strictly followed in this respect, and no parts sent before pay- 
ment. The effort now in progress to improve the character of the 
Proceedings and render them a better representation of the scientific 
work of the country will demand the most careful management for 
its success, and the question of obtaining sufficient money to meet 
the actual cost of a really first-class publication is the most serious 
problem we have before us. The only possible solution is to 
restrict the amount of matter carefully to the money we have to 
pay for printing it, and members of the Society should feel that its 
future is in their own hands — that just in proportion as they work 
for an increase in the membership and income of the Society, just 
in that proportion will the officers of the Society be enabled to 
render it more useful to its members. 



The Society does not hold itself responsible for the opinions ex- 
pressed by members in its published Proceedings unless indorsed 
by a special vote. 
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